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Microsoft Docket No. 158330.01 
Attorney Docket No.: MCS-004-01 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of: BRILL et al. 

Serial No.: 09/681,771 Group Art Unit: 2178 

Filed: June 2, 2001 Examiner: K. R. STORK 

For: SPELLING CORRECTION SYSTEM AND METHOD 

FOR PHRASAL STRINGS USING DICTIONARY LOOPING 



RECORDATION OF THE SUBSTANCE OF AN APPLICANT INITIATED 
CONVERSATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.333 



Hon. Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

A telephonic conversation between Examiner Kyle R. Stork and Craig Fischer 
occurred on September 12, 2005. Examiner Stork and Mr. Fischer discussed in part 
the amendment filed under 37 CF.R. §1.111 on August 22, 2005. No agreement was 
reached. 
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Specifically, Mr. Fischer explained that independent claim 1 was amended to 
clarify that way the invention assigns cost is different than the cited prior art. The Brill et 
al. paper and the Birman et al. patent use a "standard edit distance" method to assign 
costs. On the other hand, the claimed invention uses an "average length-adjusted 
segment distance" method to assign costs, where longer matches are rewarded and 
assigned a lower cost. Examiner Stork agreed to take this argument into account when 
he takes up this case again. 

In an effort to expedite and further the prosecution of the subject application, the 
Applicants kindly invite Examiner Stork to telephone the Applicants' attorney at (805) 
278-8855 if the Examiner has any comments, questions or concerns, wishes to discuss 
any aspect of the prosecution of this application, or desires any degree of clarification of 
this paper. 
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Fax: (805)278-8064 



Respectfully submitted, 
Dated: September 12, 




Craig S. Fisdner/ 
Resistralion NoM2,53i 
Attorney for Apptiearflts* 
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